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Mount Major • A3
ALTON: The parking lot 

and a section of the main 
trail at Mount Major will 
close after Labor Day for 
work to repair years of 
erosion. 

Seacoast • A5
DOVER: A couple found 

dead inside an apartment 
Tuesday night died in a 
murder-suicide, according 
to authorities. 

Sports • B3
GOLF: The Masters 

Tournament will be played 
in November without any 
spectators or guests on the 
course.

SPORTS
Bruins take series opener 
in double overtime • B3

Concerts on the 
diamond, Lincoln 
playhouse series • B1

A Small Prayer
Please give us, Lord, 

Your comfort and peace in 
knowing You through our 
prayers. Amen

Today’s Chuckle
I’m a big fan of white-

boards. I find them quite 
re-markable.
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“There is 
nothing 

so powerful 
as truth”

DANIEL WEBSTER
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By Jonathan Phelps
New Hampshire Union Leader

E-commerce giant Amazon 
wants to open a distribution cen-
ter in two of three massive ware-
house buildings proposed for the 
site of the Green Meadow Golf 
Club in Hudson.

Hillwood Investment Proper-
ties, a national developer of indus-

trial warehouse and distribution 
centers, revealed the major ten-
ant for the Hudson Logistic Cen-
ter at a planning board meeting 
Wednesday night. Hillwood has 
worked with Amazon on similar 
projects across the country.

The entire project — first pro-
posed in April — is expected to 
bring an estimated 2,500 direct 
and indirect jobs. Starting pay at 
Amazon will be $15 an hour, ac-
cording to Gary Frederick of Hill-
wood.

The project is estimated to bring 

$4,243,500 in property taxes each 
year.

Laconia economist Russ Thi-
beault called the three-building 
project, “arguably the largest sin-
gle approval nonresidential de-
velopment proposal in the state’s 
history,” in an analysis for the 
town of Hudson.

Amazon would operate out of 
more than 2 million square feet 
in the two buildings. A tenant 
has not been named for a third, 
522,000-square-foot building. To-
gether, the two companies would 

employ about 1,400 workers, the 
developer says.

It can be difficult for companies 
like Amazon to find the space to 
build such distribution centers, 
especially in crowded cities like 
Boston, said Taylor Caswell, com-
missioner of the state Department 
of Business and Economic Affairs.

“We’re obviously excited about 
the opportunity for this and that 
Amazon has seen the value of 
being located just over the border 
in New Hampshire,” he said. “It 
will create some decent jobs there 

and they are obviously expanding 
through the pandemic.”

Expansion and objection
In 2018, Amazon rejected New 

Hampshire for its second head-
quarters location in favor of 
northern Virginia. A proposal had 
been made for a site between Exit 
4 and Exit 5 on Interstate 93.

“Given the growth in distribu-
tion, I think they went back to a 
lot of those proposals that were 

Amazon wants distribution center in Hudson
Golf club would be site of 

massive project.

By Kevin Landrigan
New Hampshire Union Leader

CONCORD — Local police departments 
should keep track of arrests and detentions 
by race, gender and ethnic background 
and publish that information at least an-
nually, the state commission on police ac-
countability plans to recommend.

The commission also supports identify-
ing a driver’s race on their New Hampshire 
license as long as the person has the right 
to “opt out” of including the information.

The group also endorsed standardized 
training for all school resource officers.

During a marathon, 4 1/2-hour meet-
ing, the Commission on Law Enforcement 
Accountability, Community and Trans-
parency voted on several draft recommen-
dations for improving relations between 
law enforcement and local communities.

They hope to finalize their recommenda-
tions at their next meeting on Friday.

Deputy Attorney General Jane Young 
said the session was the “most spirited” 
since Gov. Chris Sununu formed the com-
mission after the outcry over the high-pro-
file death of George Floyd, which resulted 
in murder charges against Minneapolis 
police officers.

Among the topics that prompted some 
civilized dispute was the collection of racial 
data about local arrests.

Law enforcement agencies currently are 
not required to obtain information on race 
and gender for motor vehicle stops, arrests 
and other interactions with the public. 
Information that might be collected is re-
tained locally, because no statewide system 
exists to gather and analyze it, according to 

RACIAL DATA

Panel will 
urge police 
to report 

Commission also supports 
including race on driver’s licenses. 

By Kimberly Houghton
Union Leader Correspondent

No mask, no service.
Nashua businesses would 

be required to refuse any-
one who showed up with-
out face covering under a 
proposed amendment to 
its mask ordinance, which 
already requires customers 
to wear masks while visiting 
retail stores, restaurants and 
other establishments.

“No business and no em-
ployee of any business shall 
provide goods or services to 
any person not complying 
with face covering require-
ments,” says the proposal 
introduced to the Board of 
Aldermen on Tuesday. “No 
business and no employee 
of any business shall per-
mit a person to remain on 
its premises in violation of 
these requirements.”

It would also require that 
all businesses open to the 
public — including service 
providers and residential 
and commercial buildings 
of more than two units — 
post at each public entrance 
a notice stating that face 
coverings are required. Visi-
tors to any city amusement 
locations, including bingo 
halls, bowling alleys and 
charitable gaming facilities, 
would have to wear a mask 

No mask, 
no service 
proposed

Aldermen consider 
making Nashua’s 
mask rules more 
stringent.

NASHUA

PHILLIPS EXETER

DAVID LANE/UNION LEADER

Manchester Mayor Joyce Craig shoots a jump shot at the grand reopening and ribbon-cutting for 
the new basketball court at Pulaski Park in Manchester on Wednesday.

Mayor takes a shot

By Jason Schreiber
Union Leader Correspondent

Modular units intended to 
house Phillips Exeter Academy 
students who must be quaran-
tined after possible exposure to the 
coronavirus have been set up on 
school grounds within prominent 
view of Exeter’s Swasey Parkway.

The two units, which resemble 
trailers, are visible from the popu-
lar downtown parkway, which is 
enjoyed by walkers, runners and 
others who picnic or sit on the 
benches along the Squamscott 
River.

Parkway users and local resi-
dents noticed the units immedi-
ately. As workers were installing 

them Tuesday, some people spec-
ulated they were construction 
trailers.

Those who had heard they were 
for quarantining students ques-
tioned locating them there.

Evelyn Worthley, who lives 
next to the units at Exeter’s senior 
public housing apartments at 277 
Water St., said they should have 
been placed in a less visible area.

“It’s very intrusive,” she said 
while sitting in the parkway with 
a friend.

Students — many of whom 
come from around the world — 
will begin returning to campus 
after Labor Day. They will take 
most of their classes online for the 
start of the year.

The school is requiring students 
to be tested for COVID-19 before 
they arrive on campus. They will 
be tested again after they show 
up.

School spokesperson Robin Gi-
ampa said the units will be used 
by students who have been ex-

posed to someone with COVID-
19 but who have no symptoms.

“We require those students to 
quarantine for 14 days prior to re-
turning to regular campus activi-
ties. Many students will choose to 
do this in the comfort of their own 
homes, but for those who live too 
far from home, the modular units 
are a safe alternative,” she said.

On July 24, Giampa said, in-
formation about the units was 

Student quarantine units placed next to popular parkway
Prep school requiring COVID-19 tests before and after 

students arrive on campus.
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made,” Caswell said.
He said the town of Hudson will 

have to work through local issues.
A group, Save Hudson NH, has 

formed in opposition to the project 
over concerns about environmental, 
traffic, construction, noise and other 
impacts. The 374-acre golf course 
property is located on the Merrimack 
River with access to Route 3.

Save Hudson NH, a group of about 
50 residents, says the project is 2½ 
times the size of the Pheasant Lane 
Mall.

The plans call for a large berm with 
a sound wall to protect neighbors.

Attorney Amy Manzetti was hired to 
represent Save Hudson NH; most of 
its members live on streets abutting or 
near the project. She submitted a let-
ter to the board Wednesday night.

“As currently proposed, the … proj-
ect would increase congestion, would 
overcrowd the land, would decrease 
property values, would harm natural 
resources, would negatively affect the 
quality of life, and would create nui-
sance,” the letter states.

Real estate appraiser Wesley G. 
Reeks of Bedford prepared a 25-page 
report that showed “no discernible 
impacts to the market value of resi-
dential family dwellings” in the vicin-
ity of the project.

The study is based on similar devel-
opments, including Pettengill Com-
merce Park in Londonderry and the 
Walmart regional distribution facility 
in Raymond.

“The data provides substantial evi-
dence that development of the two 
comparable logistics centers did not 
diminish the market value of the 
neighboring residential properties,” 
Reeks wrote. “Accordingly by exten-

sion, it is concluded that the proposed 
Hudson Logistics Center will have no 
impact on the market values in Green 
Meadow Subdivision or other nearby 
residential properties.”

One Hudson home, at 20 Fairway 
Drive, which went on the market after 
the project initially was announced, 
sold for more than its listed price of 
$424,900, according to the analysis.
The final price has not been disclosed.

Another analysis, by Trimont Real 
Estate Advisors, which used examples 
in Connecticut and Massachusetts, 
came to similar conclusions.

Arguing values
Several neighbors wrote the plan-

ning board before the meeting. Meet-
ing materials included 62 pages of 
public feedback. The town has had to 
hire a part-time planner to assist with 
the project.

Fairway Drive resident Tim Monk 

wrote to the planning board that the 
analysis was of no use to the planning 
board in making a decision.

“It’s not clear what was at these lo-
cations beforehand,” he wrote. “Start-
ing as a golf course is very different 
than starting as an industrial space.”

Ed Thompson of Burns Hill Road 
wrote that he was baffled by the com-
parisons to homes near industrial 
parks.

“I’m sorry. They cannot tell me that 
a home next to a 24/7 distribution 
center will have the same value or 
desirability as one abutting two golf 
courses,” he wrote.

The main entrance to the property 
will be on Lowell Road.

Hillwood, which has a contract to 
purchase the 374-acre golf course, 
said it plans to preserve more than 
230 acres as green space.

Union Leader Correspondent Ryan 
Lessard contributed to this report.

Amazon
From Page A1

the commission.
The group voted to rec-

ommend that local de-
partments compile that 
information in accordance 
with the standards of the 
Commission on Accredi-
tation of Law Enforcement 
Agencies (CALEA).

Local limitations
John Scippa, police stan-

dards and training direc-
tor, said many small police 
departments do not have 
the manpower to produce 
the reports, and most 
aren’t CALEA-certified.

“You are setting up a 
vast number of police 
agencies that are not able 
to produce the data you 
are looking for in a very 
pragmatic way,” Scippa 
said.

“I don’t dispute that 
information would be 
wonderful to have. These 
recommendations need to 
be within the grasp of law 
enforcement, generally 
speaking.”

Julian Jefferson, a staff 
attorney with the New 
Hampshire Public De-
fender’s Office, said col-
lecting such information 
should be part of the com-
mission’s “core mission.”

“Not every recommen-
dation is equal. Some 
should have zero flexibil-
ity. Some should have flex-
ibility,” Jefferson said.

“I disagree with the as-
sertion that the data is not 
attainable. We are not cre-
ating an impossible situa-
tion for the vast majority of 
police departments.”

Ken Norton, executive 
director of the National 
Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness in New Hampshire, 

convinced the group to let 
citizens decide whether to 
have race listed on their li-
censes.

“I realize a certain group 
of people are not offended 
by state or government 
wanting their racial infor-
mation on their driving li-
cense. It’s making me very 
uncomfortable,” Norton 
said.

The few states that have 
the requirement let people 
opt out, Norton said.

School training
Some commission 

members wanted to re-
move police officers from 
schools, but Young said 
the panel decided that 
decision should be up to 
local communities.

Scippa said it would take 
his agency nearly a year to 
adopt a required training. 
The report will urge local 
agencies to come up with 
memoranda of under-
standing about training for 
officers in schools.

“I would rather have 
them trained before they 
start their position,” Scip-
pa said.

The commission’s re-
port also will urge that 
departments have police 
officers dedicated to the 
work of community polic-
ing “as is practical,” given 
budget restraints and de-
partment size.

Commissioner Eddie 
Edwards, former head of 
state liquor enforcement, 
authored a recommenda-
tion that the state create a 
public service announce-
ment campaign about the 
role of police in the com-
munity.

klandrigan@unionleader.com
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shared with the Exeter 
Housing Authority, which 
manages the 277 Water St. 
apartments.

Giampa said each stu-
dent will be tested after 
learning of the exposure 
and before entering the 
quarantine space. Students 
will be monitored twice 
daily for fever and possible 
COVID-19 symptoms, she 
said. Those students with a 
fever or symptoms will be 
immediately transported 
to the school’s health cen-
ter for care.

The units will be staffed 
by medical personnel 24 
hours a day.

Giampa said each unit is 
designed with basic ame-
nities like WiFi so students 
may continue their school 
work remotely. Meals will 
be delivered by health cen-
ter staff.

Location a surprise
Lovey Roundtree Oliff, 

the Exeter Select Board’s 
representative to the 
Swasey Parkway Trust-
ees, said she wasn’t aware 
that the units were being 
placed on school property 
next to the parkway.

William Rawson, the 
academy’s principal, met 
with the select board last 
month to outline the re-
opening plan and said 
units would be used to 
quarantine students, but 
he didn’t indicate where 
they would be located.

Oliff said she hasn’t 
heard any complaints yet, 
but she expects some will 
question the location and 
how students being quar-
antined will get from the 
main campus to the units 
so they’re not crossing 
paths with others.

“I think that will be the 
biggest concern, rather 
than the look of them,” she 
said.

Dana DeNiro, a down-
town business owner who 
spends many breaks in the 
parkway, said she wasn’t 
sure what the units were 
for when she first saw 
them.

“It definitely caught my 
eye,” she said.

Other boarding schools
Quarantined students 

attending Tilton School in 
Tilton will be housed in 
existing buildings on cam-
pus.

David Thiel, head of Til-
ton School, said students 
who live within driving 
distance will be asked to 
quarantine at home.

International students 
and those who live out-
side New England who are 
exposed along with their 
roommate will be able to 
quarantine in their own 
room.

“If that was not the case 
and the student needed to 
be isolated in some other 
way, we have multiple 
locations on campus in 
other buildings where we 
have identified suitable 
quarantine spaces,” Thiel 
said.

Those who become ill 
with the virus would be 
housed in an isolation unit 
set up in a dormitory as-
sociated with the school’s 
health center.

Brewster Academy in 
Wolfeboro also plans to 
quarantine students in 
campus buildings. said 
Suzanne Morrissey, the 
school’s director of com-
munications.
RockinghamNews@unionleader.com
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Staff Report

CONCORD — A state mask require-
ment for scheduled gatherings of more 
than 100 people applies to outdoor as 
well as indoor activities, including 
sporting events, political rallies and 
religious services, according to the 
emergency order signed by Gov. Chris 
Sununu.

The order has some exceptions.
Face coverings do not have to be 

worn by people seated at least six feet 
apart from strangers

They also are not required for fam-

ily members seated closer than six feet 
from each other or for people invited 
to an event with assigned seating.

For example, guests placed at the 
same table at a wedding reception do 
not have to wear masks, state officials 
said.

But everyone attending large events 
must wear a mask while entering and 
exiting or while moving to and from 
their seats, the order states.

The requirement does not apply to 
the day-to-day operations of  business-
es, nor to state and local governments, 
which include public schools where 

100 or more people may be present.
The mandate does not apply to chil-

dren under age 2.
The order gives the state Depart-

ment of Public Health and state and 
local police the authority to enforce 
the requirement.

Any event organizer who knowingly 
fails to comply can be charged with a 
violation. The order’s language makes 
clear the event organizer will not face 
a fine unless they have failed to heed a 
“prior warning.”

Emergency Order No. 63 may be 
viewed at bit.ly/30T1wuG. 

Details emerge over mask mandate for large gatherings

except while engaging in eating or 
drinking.

A committee will review the pro-
posal before a formal vote is taken by 
the full board.

While there have been more than 
800 positive cases of COVID-19 in 
the Gate City, other cities such as 
Manchester and Lowell, Mass., and 
Lawrence, Mass., have had a signifi-
cantly higher number of infections, 
said Mayor Jim Donchess. He attrib-
uted the lower number to the wearing 
of masks.

“We know that this helps to contain 
the spread of the virus,” Donchess said 
Wednesday.

The proposal comes as the city 
wrestles with a new school year, which 
will begin with remote learning.

“We want to get the case count as 
low as we possibly can so the risk of 
spread in schools is as low as possible 
when in-person classes do resume 
— either in hybrid or in full,” said 
Donchess, adding that there is risk 
associated with the reopening of city 
schools.

The mayor said there have been 
concerns about people not wearing 
face masks inside of some city busi-
nesses, despite the existing mandate.

Sue Newman of Charlotte Avenue 
said enforcement has been a problem.

“I was told by one business that 
their corporate position is that it isn’t 
their responsibility to be the enforc-
ers,” she said.

Although the city ordinance ad-
opted in May does not state a specific 
fine, the city’s attorney explained that 
in general, a violation of a city ordi-
nance carries a maximum fine of up to 
$1,000 unless stated otherwise. That 
fine is determined by the court, said 
Steve Bolton, corporation counsel 
for the city, explaining earlier that no 
one is going to be arrested for failing 
to wear a mask unless the situation 
escalates. Masks are not required for 
children under 10.

The primary focus, city officials 
agree, should be on educating the 
public about the importance of wear-
ing masks.

Flavia Martin, a public health nurse 
with the city’s Division of Public 
Health, said Wednesday there is now 
an average of about four new cases 
per day in Nashua compared to the 10 
or 12 new cases a day the city was ex-
periencing previously.

“Ninety-six percent of our citizens 
in Nashua are recovered at this time, 
which is amazing,” said Martin, add-
ing there are currently 34 active cases 
in the city.

Overall, 38 of the 41 deaths in 

Nashua associated with COVID-19 
occurred at either Greenbriar Health-
care or The Huntington at Nashua 
where previous outbreaks took place, 
according to Martin.

She said 145 of the city’s 808 posi-
tive cases have involved individuals 
connected to those two long-term 
care facilities.

According to the Nashua School 
District’s reopening plan, all students 
will be required to wear masks while 
in the classroom and all teachers will 
be required to wear masks or face 
shields. Although city schools are 
reopening in a fully remote setting, 
there are plans to potentially transi-
tion to a hybrid model in October.

Under the current Nashua ordi-
nance, members of gyms must wear 
a face covering while entering or ex-
iting the gyms, but may remove the 
masks during exercising as long as 
6 feet of distance is guaranteed be-
tween individuals. Although masks 
must be worn while entering and exit-
ing restaurants, they may be removed 
once diners sit down at a table. A face 
covering is not required for anyone 
who can show that a medical profes-
sional has advised that wearing a face 
covering may pose a risk because of a 
health reason.

nashuanews@unionleader.com.
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JASON SCHREIBER/UNION LEADER CORRESPONDENT

Two modular units have been placed on school property next 
to Swasey Parkway in Exeter to quarantine students from 
Phillips Exeter Academy.

DAVID LANE/UNION LEADER

People wearing masks walk through downtown Nashua on Wednesday.

COURTESY/HILLWOOD

This site plan was presented to the Hudson Planning Board Wednesday night by 
Hillwood Investment Properties.


