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nhmulch.com Penacook NH 

MULCH
CUSTOMER 

APPRECIATION MONTH

CALL FOR DELIVERY
$30 per yard. All types*

Many other products also available for delivery.

 

Father’s Day
Sunday, June 21

From now until June 30, 2020 
you can save $100 on any 

Reactor over $499, or $50 on 
any Reactor up to $499.

Quantum
Watch

66 March Ave
Manchester, NH
603.641.8232

567 Amherst Street
Nashua, NH

603.324.5200

Other stores in Auburn, Augusta, Waterville, S. Portland, Bangor & Topsham, Maine

ALL DAY’S JEWELERS STORES ARE NOW OPEN! 
SAME DAY SHIPPING – WWW.DAYSJEWELERS.COM

Search:  WREG0177Order online at www.daysjewelers.com

$600
-$100

$500NOW

SPECIAL
PROMOTION

WorkReadyNH is a tuition free program 
designed to equip job seekers and career 
builders with the skills NH employers 
are looking for in their employees.     

 
 

Offered through NH's Community College, WorkReadyNH helps 
participants develop essential workplace skills including: 
critical thinking and decision making, teamwork, effective 
communication, and customer service.

 
 

LEARN MORE! Visit ccsnh.edu/WorkReadyNH or call (603) 230-3534

In partnership with
community college

system of New Hampshire
www.ccsnh.edu

WorkReadyNH (WRNH) is a partnership between CCSNH and the NH Department of Employment Security 
and is funded through the NH Job Training Fund. CCSNH is an equal opportunity employer, and adaptive 
equipment is available upon request to those with disabilities.

  
       

        

Online Courses 
Now Available!

Steve Cotran 
Sells 

New Hampshire

Re/Max Area Real Estate Network
www.stevecotran.com

scotran@remax.net
603-626-5000

If you want to 
drink, that’s your 

business.
If you’d like

to stop,
we can help.

Call
Alcoholics 

Anonymous
24/7 at

1-800-593-3330
It’s free, and

it works.
or visit NHAA.net

NEW HAMPSHIRE SUNDAY NEWS  June 14, 2020

By Shawne K. Wickham
New Hampshire Sunday News

Sunday is Flag Day and many New 
Hampshire towns are showing their true 
colors, including Hopkinton.

Since 2013, Hopkinton Rotary has spon-
sored the Flags Over Hopkinton project, 
placing flags on all patriotic holidays for 
homeowners and businesses that pay an 
annual fee. This year, Rotarians have placed 
419 flags at 295 locations in town, accord-
ing to Neal Cass, the club’s flag coordinator 
and the Hopkinton town administrator.

Cass said the program has grown in pop-

ularity each year. “You drive down some of 
the roads, it’s almost every house,” he said.

The Hopkinton project has inspired sim-
ilar efforts in neighboring Bow, Henniker 
and Weare, he said.

According to the National Constitution 
Center’s website, the first national obser-
vance of Flag Day was on June 14, 1877, 
100 years after the Continental Congress 
passed a resolution adopting the American 
flag created by Betsy Ross. 

In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson is-
sued a proclamation designating June 14 as 
National Flag Day, and in 1949, Congress 
made it official.

Celebrating the Stars and Stripes
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Flags fly in Civil War Park in Hopkinton’s town center.

FLAG DAY

By Ryan Lessard
Union Leader Correspondent

HUDSON — About a 
hundred residents want 
plans for a 2.6 million-
square-foot depot on the 
site of the Green Meadow 
Golf Club scrapped, claim-
ing the three-building 
complex will harm the 
environment, drive down 
property values and create 
traffic congestion.

Many of the residents 
expressed concerns and 
asked questions at a spe-
cial Hudson Planning 
Board meeting on May 27.

About 50 people at-
tended a site walk at the 
golf course on Saturday, 
including town officials, 
representatives from Hill-
wood Investment Proper-
ties, environmental and 
engineering consultants 
and residents.

Hillwood project man-
ager Justin Dunn said the 
developer is listening to 
residents’ concerns, some 
of which are valid. Other 
claims are not based in 
fact, he said.

“In general, we at Hill-
wood heard the concerns 
and they’re very consistent 
throughout, especially from 
the direct neighbors,” Dunn 
said. “We’re taking those 
concerns very seriously and 
we’re looking at every way 
possible to mitigate the im-
pacts of the development, 
and at the end of the day we 
feel we have very good solu-
tions from all aspects.”

‘Quality of life’ issue
After the Hudson Lo-

gistics Center project was 
announced in late April, 
residents Jim Dobens, 
Scott Wade and Paul Gro-
leau organized their neigh-
borhood in opposition.

Groleau and Wade live 
on Fairview Drive, and 
Dobens lives on Eagle 
Drive. The two residential 
streets are adjacent to the 
southern end of the 370-
acre golf course property, 
which owners David Friel 
and his brothers are selling 
to Hillwood.

Wade said he is not op-
posed to the sale of private 
property, but because of its 
location, the operation will 
disrupt nearby residents’ 
quality of life and exac-
erbate Hudson’s already 
troublesome traffic issues.

He said they won’t be 
happy unless the entire de-
velopment is stopped.

The group has created 
a website, savehudsonnh.
org, and a MailChimp 
newsletter, as well as lawn 
signs and T-shirts with the 
website address and a pic-
ture of a tractor trailer with 
a red line through it.

During Saturday’s walk, 
several residents wore the 
shirts while a handful of 
others stood at the treeline 
by their properties with 
homemade signs oppos-
ing the project.

Dobens said he has ex-
perience with logistics 
centers from his time in 
the military and working 
on e-commerce develop-
ment at Procter & Gamble.

He suspects Hillwood’s 
projections of 150 to 200 
trucks coming and going 
each day is significantly un-
derestimated, based on the 
buildings’ size and capacity.

He said a more accurate 
estimate likely would be 
400 to 600 trucks a day, 
which he said would be 
more than the roadways 
can handle.

“This is a battle of quality 
of life,” Dobens said.

Hillwood’s Dunn said 
the developer is updating 
its traffic studies and ex-
pects to release its findings 
sometime after the next 
special Planning Board 
meeting on June 24.

But he said the company 
stands by its projection of 
the number of trucks that 
will use the facility each 
day. He said those num-
bers are based on a spe-
cific tenant using the two 
one-million square foot 
buildings and a conser-
vative estimate of use by 
whoever leases the third, 
smaller building.

Environmental impact
Residents are concerned 

about significant runoff 
from paved surfaces, which 
could contaminate the 
nearby Merrimack River 
and groundwater with fuel 
and other chemicals. They 
also fear diesel trucks will 
add to air pollution.

Dunn said such environ-

mental impacts are highly 
regulated by local and 
federal governments, and 
the company will meet or 
exceed those standards. 
He said Hillwood is con-
ducting additional studies 
on air quality, sound and 
light pollution. He said it 
left roughly 60% of the site 
untouched to protect the 
area’s wetlands.

Some wetlands are im-
pacted by a road crossing, 
Dunn said, but they are 
looking at ways to reduce 
that impact.

The site will not have a 
refueling station, and the 
developer plans to build 
storm water ponds to help 
catch and treat rain water, 
Dunn said.

Wade said the develop-
ers originally proposed a 
berm to buffer the resi-
dential area from the in-
dustrial site, which he said 
wouldn’t be high enough 
to obscure the buildings.

Dunn said after hearing 
those concerns during the 
initial public comment pe-
riod, Hillwood plans to in-
crease the size of the berm 
and add a sound wall to 
the top, possibly with veg-
etation. He said additional 
landscaping will help re-
duce sound and light pol-
lution, and he said they 
won’t touch existing trees 
that border the residential 
neighborhood.

Wade said the average 
home in the neighbor-
hood is valued at about 
$400,000. He said he’s 
bracing for a 5% to 15% 
decline in value, based 
on his research, and fears 
residents won’t be able to 
sell their homes after the 
depot is constructed.

Hillwood is commis-
sioning a study on the 
project’s impact on area 
home values, but Dunn 
said the company has de-
veloped 35 similar logistics 
centers, some with adja-
cent residential proper-
ties, and none of them hurt 
home values.

“In past experience, we 
have not seen a decrease 
in home values directly 
related to industrial devel-
opment,” Dunn said.

Dunn said the town will 
benefit from a major in-
crease in tax revenue and 
the creation of an esti-
mated 2,500 jobs. He said 
while the project has some 
vocal opponents, “a lot 
more” residents support it.

Neighbors organize opposition to
logistics center at Green Meadow

About 50 people 
attended a site walk 
at the golf course on 
Saturday.

HUDSON
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Residents, several of whom oppose the proposed Hudson 
Logistics Center project, attended a site walk at the Green 
Meadow Golf Club property Saturday. 

Staff Report

Two rock climbers from 
Massachusetts had to be 
rescued after they became 
stranded near the top of 
Whitehorse Ledge when 
darkness overcame them 
Friday night.

According to a news re-
lease from the state Fish 
and Game Department, 
Samantha Marleau, 27, 
of Jefferson, Mass., and 
Stephen Phillips, 29, of 
Worcester, Mass., dropped 
their headlamps and were 
unable to complete their 
climb so they called 911.

Fish and Game was 
notified shortly before 
10 p.m.

Rescuers and the climb-
ers then hiked back down 
the trail, arriving at the 
base of the cliff shortly 
after 2:30 a.m. Saturday.

Rock climbers 
rescued from 
Whitehorse Ledge

New Hampshire


