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Yesterday’s question results (287 votes)
Should places of worship be allowed to reopen?
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One of the fairways at Green Meadow Golf Club. The course is under
agreement to be sold to Hillwood Investment Properties.

Comics ........ 15ALifestyle ...... 12ASports ... 9A-11AOpinion .......... 7AObituaries .... 4ALocal News ... 3ALottery ........... 2AIndex

LOWELLSUN.COM

Today’s Question
Can you afford to go golfing?
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Ga. AG asks for fed
probe of Arbery case
Wants look into the
handling of the killing of
Ahmaud Arbery. PAGE 8A

MASSACHUSETTS

Mass. tallies 139 new
coronavirus deaths
As the number of confirmed
cases increased by
1,050. PAGE 2A YES NO

for the rest of 2020. New Hamp-
shire is set to open its golf cours-
es Monday after a delayed start
to the season due to the corona-
virus outbreak. Friel said it’s pos-
sible, but not likely, the course
will open for a short time in
2021, but only if the sale is de-
layed.
Green Meadow is a rare 36-

hole layout. It consists of two 18-
hole courses, the Prairie and
Jungle. It has long been popular
with golfers in southern New
Hampshire and across the Mas-
sachusetts border. Most greater
Lowell residents who have
picked up a golf club since 1960
have played Green Meadow at
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to be sold to Hillwood Invest-
ment Properties.
The Dallas-based company

has plans to transform the 380-
acre parcel into three high-tech
distribution facilities totaling
2.6 million square feet.
“Obviously we’ve got employ-

ees to deal with,” David Friel
said. “We’ve had some of them
with us for a long time. That’s the
tough part. But, look, this is a
business decision andwe feel it’s
time. Sixty years is a long time,
especially for a family business.”
According to Hillwood, 2,500

direct and indirect jobs would be
created if the Hudson Logistics
Center gets approval.
Green Meadow will be open

By Barry Scanlon
Correspondent

HUDSON,N.H.»Phil Friel bought a
cluster of farms and developed
his dream.
It was 1960 and he called it

Green Meadow Golf Club. The
course consisted of nine holes;
soon ninemore were added. Lat-
er, a second 18-hole course was
opened.
Friel’s son, David, estimates

“millions” of rounds of golf have
been played at Green Meadow
since then.
But Green Meadow’s 60-year

run as a popular public golf
course may be nearing its end.
The course is under agreement

HUDSON,N.H.

Beloved links under agreement

ing,” Tocci said.
Instead of welcoming 1,400-

plus Mother’s Day guests on
Sunday, kitchen staff prepared
family-style and a la cartemeals
for delivery and takeout.
“There’s a lot of activity

again,” Tocci said. “It’s not the
same kind of activity, but it’s
definitely activity and it’s sus-
taining us, and so I have to be
really grateful for that.”
Tocci’s father opened the Bull

Run in 1946, and it has been in
the family ever since. Her
brother operated the restaurant
for decades. When Tocci took
ownership in 2010, she trans-
formed the space into a farm-to-
table restaurant with live mu-
sic.
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By Nicole DeFeudis
ndefeudis@lowellsun.com

SHIRLEY »Mother’s Day is typi-
cally the Bull Run Restaurant’s
busiest day of the year.
But for the first time in 74

years, no families crowded the
restaurant’s seven dining rooms
to celebrate. Alison Tocci, own-
er and innkeeper, described the
emptiness as “unnerving.”
“For me, I grew up in that

building and I’m just so used to,
you know, people laughing, and
coming and going, and enjoy-

Changes gears to feed
community during
pandemic

By Kevin Freking
Associated Press

WASHINGTON»Some of President
Donald Trump’s top economic
advisers emphasized on Sunday
the importance of states getting
more businesses and offices
open even as the pandemic
makes its way to the White
House complex, forcing three
members of the administration’s
coronavirus task force into self-
quarantine.
The president and governors

who will decide when to reopen
their states are facing competing
pressures.More economic activi-
ty and travel will likely lead to
more people contracting COVID-
19. But tight restrictions on
which businesses can operate
are causingmillions of people to
join the ranks of the unem-
ployed. Decisions about how fast
to reopen come with a general
election less than six months
away, and Trump and other in-
cumbents facing the prospects of
seeking another term in the
midst of a public health and eco-
nomic crisis.
“If we do this carefully, work-

ing with the governors, I don’t
think there’s a considerable risk,”
Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin said on “FoxNews Sun-
day.” “Matter of fact, I think
there’s a considerable risk of not
reopening. You’re talking about
what would be permanent eco-
nomic damage to the American
public.”
Another 3.2million U.S. work-

ers applied for jobless benefits
last week, bringing the total over
the past seven weeks to 33.5mil-
lion as states restrict activities to
slow the spread of the virus.
Mnuchin said the jobless num-
bers “are probably going to get
worse before they get better,” but
he expected the economic num-
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toll on
economy
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From left: Bull Run manager Arthur Guercio, Little Leaf Lettuce founder and CEO Paul Sellew, Bull Run restaurant owner Alison Tocci, general
manager Bryan Sawyer, executive chef Stephen Barck, and Bull Run employees Luke Junek and Barry Rich hold provisions at the restaurant.

The Bull Run restaurant in Shirley has adapted to the COVID-19 pan-
demic by offering takeout, including ingredients.
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and the commissioner of the
Food andDrug Administration,
Stephen Hahn.
Fauci’s institute said that he

has tested negative for COVID-
19 andwill continue to be tested
regularly. It added that he is
considered at “relatively low
risk” based on the degree of his
exposure, and that he would be
“taking appropriate precau-
tions” to mitigate the risk to
personal contacts while still
carrying out his duties. While
he will stay at home and tele-
work, Fauci will go to theWhite
House if called and take every
precaution, the institute said.
Redfield will be “teleworking

for the next two weeks” after it
was determined he had a “low-
risk exposure” to a person at the
White House, the CDC said in a
statement Saturday evening.
The statement said he felt fine
and has no symptoms.
Just a few hours earlier, the

Food and Drug Administration
confirmed that Hahn had come
in contact with someone who
tested positive and was in self-
quarantine for the next two
weeks. He also tested negative
for the virus.
All three were scheduled to

testify before a Senate panel
during a Tuesday hearing fo-
cused on how to safely return
people to work and school. Sen.
Lamar Alexander of Tennessee,
the panel’s Republican chair-
man, announced Sunday that
Fauci will be joining all of the
administration’s witnesses in
testifying by videoconference
“in an abundance of caution for
our witnesses, senators, and the
staff.”

bers to improve in the second
half of 2020 and that next year
would be a “great year.”
Gov. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio,

announced this past week that
his state’s bars and restaurants
can fully reopen in two weeks,
on May 21, with outside dining
allowed a few days earlier. Bar-
bershops, hair salons, nail sa-
lons and day spas will also re-
open this coming Friday.
He said he wished the num-

ber of coronavirus cases were
going down, but the state needs
to come back “very carefully.”
“We’ve got to try to do two

things at once and it’s, you
know, no one is underestimat-
ing how difficult this is, but it’s
something that we have to do,”
DeWine said on Fox.
TheWhite House dispatched

several of its top economic ad-
visers to hit the Sunday talk
shows. The appearances came
on the heels of three key advis-
ers, including Dr. Anthony Fau-
ci, taking new precautionary
steps after coming into contact
with someone who had tested
positive for COVID-19.
Fauci is the director of the

National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases and has
become nationally known for
his simple and direct explana-
tions to the public about the
coronavirus and COVID-19, the
disease it causes. Also quaran-
tining are Dr. Robert Redfield,
director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention,

Economy
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customers survive through this
pandemic,” Little Leaf Farms
CEO Paul Sellew said.
Little Leaf recently partnered

with Tocci to host a contest in
which customers nominated
their mothers for a free family
meal prepared by the Bull Run
(featuring Little Leaf salads) on
Mother’s Day.
“I think it’s going make our

community more resilient by
havingmore locally grown food,”
Sellew said.
The Bull Run is a “green-certi-

fied restaurant,” meaning it
doesn’t use Styrofoam and recy-
cling is a major focus, Tocci said.
All to-go meals are packaged in
recyclable paper boxes.
“That costs a little bit more,

but we’re trying to stick to our
green initiative, because that’s
really, really important to us,”
Tocci said. “We’re trying to do
things the way we would do it if
youwere coming into the restau-
rant.”
Thanksgiving is another busy

day for the Bull Run. “Who
knowswhat Thanksgivingwill be
like this year?” Tocci asked. “But
you know, we’re doing what we
can do in the meantime,” she
added.
Tocci said she hasn’t encoun-

tered a customer who hasn’t
been “extraordinarily kind.” That
kindness “is something I hope
lasts beyond the pandemic,” she
said.

viders” that sell meats, produce
and dairy to restaurants.
“We just realized, ‘Well this is

another service that we can of-
fer,’ ” Tocci said. “People have
some degree of nervousness
about going to grocery stores.”
In addition, the Provisions

Shop provides work for employ-
ees affected by the shutdown,
like servers and bartenders. The
Bull Run employed 80 staffmem-
bers before the pandemic. In
May, just 30 remained.
Services like home delivery

and the Provisions Shop “keep us
afloat,” Tocci said. The restaurant
now brings in about 50% of its
usual revenue, with about 80% to
85% of normal expenses.
“Nobody knows what’s going

to happen next,” Tocci said.
“We’re just going to wait and see
and follow the directive at this
point,” she added later.
Tocci is proud to serve many

longtime and regular customers.
Some customers’ grandparents
were married there, she said.
Others have grandparents who
worked at the Bull Run.
The restaurant is “a touch-

stone for a lot of generations of
people in this area who have
known us for a long time,” Tocci
said. “Those are people we want
to take care of.”
“As a local business, watching

the restaurants go through what
they had to go through, we’re do-
ing everythingwe can to help our

The restaurant has always
served classic NewEngland com-
fort food, but Tocci aims to pur-
chase most food from within a
500-mile radius. The Bull Run
collaborateswithmany local ven-
dors, including Little Leaf Farms
in Devens.
“It was extraordinarily suc-

cessful. And then this pandemic
thing happened,” Tocci said.
Takeoutmeals were never a fo-

cus at the Bull Run, and the res-
taurant had no delivery service
in place.WhenGov. Charlie Bak-
er ordered restaurants to close
onMarch 17, the team scrambled
to devise a system for takeout
and delivery.
“I have an amazing team,” Toc-

ci said.Within aweek, the system
operated like a “very well-oiled
machine,” she said.
In April, the Bull Run

launched the virtual Provisions
Shop, where customers can
browse for produce, meat, clean-
ing agents and more. Bull Run
staff deliver purchases to cus-
tomers in surrounding towns,
and if a customer lives farther
away, a pick-up time is sched-
uled.
Tocci compared the Provisions

Shop to an online grocery store,
butwith goods from “quality pro-

Bull Run
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that he would have bought as
many courses as he could if al-
lowed.
The decision to sell Green

Meadow now would have re-
ceived their father’s blessing
were he still alive, David Friel
said.
“My dad would have been

about business first,” he said.
“We’re all on board.”
Green Meadow is located at

the end of Steele Road. Just off
the beginning of the road is Friel
Golf Road. That’s the site of a
driving range and Golf & Ski
Warehouse. David Friel, who
owns the property with his wife,
said those are not part of the
sale.

pecting any snags to the deal.
This is not the first timeGreen

Meadow was slated to be sold.
Green Meadow was under

agreement to be sold in 2006.
W/S Development Associates of
Chestnut Hill, Mass., had plans
to turn the nearly 400 acres into
upscale retail stores, restau-
rants, a hotel, cinemas and a riv-
er park.
At the time, Green Meadow

was scheduled to remain open
through the end of the 2007 sea-
son, but the recession put an end
to that agreement.
David Friel said his father, a

legendary figure who died in
2000, loved the golf industry so
much during his younger days

got my first job cleaning toilets,”
David Friel said. “It’s a business
decision, really.”
Representatives from Hill-

wood Investment Properties are
scheduled to meet with Hudson
officials May 27 during a public
hearing at the Hudson Commu-
nity Center. According to Hill-
wood’s proposal, 230 of the acres
at the Hudson Logistics Center
would be preserved as green
space, including a buffer zone
along the Merrimack River..
Efforts to reachHudson Town

Administrator Steve Malizia for
comment were unsuccessful.
David Friel said the Hillwood

officials he’s dealt with are very
detail orientated and he’s not ex-

Bud Light. That’s what it is,” Da-
vid Friel said.
Green Meadow charges $38

for 18 holes onweekdays, $46 on
weekends. That’s less than most
area public courses.
Ever since 15-20 years ago,

when there was an explosion of
golf courses inNewEngland, Da-
vid Friel said owning a course
“it’s not as lucrative as it used to
be.”
But economics weren’t the

major factor in agreeing to sell.
Age is. Philip Friel is 71. David is
66. Tom Friel is 62.
The decision to sell is bitter-

sweet.
“It is in a way. We all worked

there. I was 8 years old when I

some point.
After Phil Friel’s death in

2000, his three sons, Philip III,
David and Tom, have owned the
course. The Friel golf empire
once consisted of 15 courses; to-
day that number is eight. Green
Meadow was the first one the
family owned, making it espe-
cially important to the Friels.
“Our philosophy is to keep it

enjoyable and reasonably priced.
It’s pretty basic golf and it’s rea-
sonably priced. It has the ham-
burger and the hot dog and the

Agreement
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Bull Run owner Alison Tocci has started offering flour for sale.

ALEX BRANDON / AP

President Donald Trump listens as Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
speaks about the coronavirus April 21.

justified.”
The social justice arm of

Jay-Z’s Roc Nation entertain-
ment company on Sunday called
on Georgia officials to take quick
action in the case.
Officials in Georgia also say

they had arrested a 20-year-old
man after investigating an on-
line threat against people pro-
testing the killing of Arbery.
The Georgia Bureau of Investi-

gation on Sunday said state po-
lice arrested Rashawn Smith and
charged himwith dissemination
of information relating to terror-
istic acts. He was taken into cus-
tody inMidway, a town about 50
miles (80 kilometers) north of
Brunswick.
Earlier in the day, the GBI said

it had “beenmade aware of a Fa-
cebook post that contains a
threat to future protests related
to Ahmaud Arbery.”
It was not immediately clear if

Smith has an attorney who could
comment on the charge.
Several hundred people pro-

tested the case Friday in Bruns-
wick, near the site where Arbery
was fatally shot on Feb. 23.

ony is committed in the presence
of the arresting citizen.
“Ahmaud’s actions at this

empty home under construction
were in no way a felony under
Georgia law,” the lawyers wrote
in a social media post. “This vid-
eo confirms that Mr. Arbery’s
murder was not justified and the
actions of the men who pursued
him and ambushed himwere un-

drives off farther down the
street, near where Travis McMi-
chael lives.
Lawyers for Arbery’s family

say the video bolsters their posi-
tion that Arbery did nothing
wrong, and shows he did not
commit a felony. Under Georgia
law, someone who isn’t a sworn
police officer can arrest and de-
tain another person only if a fel-

der and aggravated assault. The
arrests came hours after officials
asked the GBI to start investigat-
ing. The inquiry was previously
in the hands of local officials.
The father and son said they

thought Arbery matched the ap-
pearance of a burglary suspect
who they said had been recorded
on a surveillance camera some
time before.
Arbery’s mother, Wanda Coo-

per Jones, has said she thinks
her 25-year-old son, a former
high school football player, was
just jogging in the neighborhood
before he was killed.
On Saturday, the GBI con-

firmed that it has obtained other
photos of video that might shed
light on the case. The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution published
footage from a surveillance cam-
era at a Brunswick home near
where Arbery was shot that
shows someone who appears to
be Arbery walking into a home
under construction. Arbery then
came back out and ran down the
street. Someone else comes out
across the street from the con-
struction site, and then a vehicle

By Jeff Amy
Associated Press

ATLANTA» Georgia’s attorney
general on Sunday asked theU.S.
Department of Justice to investi-
gate the handling of the killing of
Ahmaud Arbery, a black man
who authorities say died at the
hands of two white men as he
ran through a neighborhood.
Arbery was shot and killed

Feb. 23. No arrests were made
until this month after national
outrage over the case swelled
when video surfaced that ap-
peared to show the shooting.
“We are committed to a com-

plete and transparent review of
how the Ahmaud Arbery case
was handled from the outset,”
Attorney General Chris Carr said
in a statement. “The family, the
community and the state of
Georgia deserve answers, andwe
will work with others in law en-
forcement at the state and feder-
al level to find those answers.”
Shortly after the video’s leak,

Gregory McMichael, 64, and his
son Travis McMichael, 34, were
arrested and charged with mur-

AG requests fed probe in Arbery case
GEORGIA

JOHN BAZEMORE / AP

People react during a rally to protest the shooting of Ahmaud Arbery, an
unarmed black man Friday, in Brunswick, Ga.
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